
2009 Riverbend Certamen 

UPPER LEVEL - ROUND 1 

 

Note to Moderator: Teams are to confer quietly and write down the answers to questions 1-5. 

When time is called, have the all the captains of each team show their written answers at the 

same time. Every team will score points for a correct answer and will have the opportunity to 

answer the bonus question for bonus points. 

 

Announce to All Teams: The answers to questions 1-5 will be written down. Confer quietly 

with your team and write your answers on the paper provided. All teams who answer correctly 

will receive points and answer the bonus questions. 

 

 1) WRITE-DOWN: Identify the author of this Latin passage: Desertissime Romuli nepotum,/  

  quot sunt quotque fuere, Marce Tulli,/ quotque post aliis erunt in annis… 

          CATULLUS 

  BONUS: Identify the author of this Latin passage: Non amo te, Sabidi, nec possum dicere  

  quare:/ hoc tantum possum dicere: non amo te.  MARTIAL 

 

 2) WRITE-DOWN: Identify the common bond: sagum, paenula, paludamentum.   

         CLOAKS/CAPES 

  BONUS: What special dinner costume was worn outdoors only during Saturnalia? 

         SYNTHESIS 

 

 3) WRITE-DOWN: This emperor, one of the Western Roman Empire’s last, deposed he  

  predecessor to take the throne. He himself was later deposed by Flavius Orestes and ruled  

  from exile until his assassination.   JULIUS NEPOS 

  BONUS: Flavius Orestes was the father of what emperor? This emperor was later deposed by 

  Odoacer.      ROMULUS AUGUSTULUS 

 

 4) WRITE-DOWN: The hero Aeneas was destined by the gods to found a new Troy in Latium.  

  What specific sign was he to encounter which would mark the spot of this new settlement? 

         A WHITE SOW SUCKLING THIRTY  

         WHITE PIGLETS 

  BONUS: What harpy prophecied that the Trojans would be so hungry when they reached  

  Latium that they would “have to eat their tables”? CELAENO 

 

Note to Moderator: Question 5 is a visual question. Show the picture and read the 

accompanying question. All teams should write their answers as in questions 1-4. 

 

 5) WRITE-DOWN: Who is this follower of Dionysus? SILENUS 

  BONUS: In a version of the myth of Silenus, he becomes lost from Dionysus’ train of  

  followers and is treated kindly by what king of Phrygia who later was richly rewarded by the  

  god.       MIDAS 

 

Note to Moderator: Teams should slap in to answer questions 6-20. Operate under “normal” 

certamen rules and procedures. 
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Announce to All Teams: All teams should slap-in to answer questions 6-20 under “normal” 

certamen rules and procedures. 

 

 6) TOSS-UP: Some terms from the ancient world can be easily confused. What were   

  mirmillones? MIRMILLONES = GLADIATORS (with FISH EMBLEM ON HELMET 

  BONUS: What were Myrmidons? MYRMIDONS = SOLDIERS OF ACHILLES  

        (SOLDIERS DERIVED FROM ANTS) 

 

 7) TOSS-UP: Using the defective verb memini, meminisse, form the future active singular 

imperative, a synonym in English for souvenir.  MEMENTO 

BONUS: Using another defective verb, say in Latin, “We hate to remember.” 

        ODIMUS MEMINISSE 

 

 8) TOSS-UP: Identify the common bond: pareo, parco, noceo, credo. 

      VERBS WHICH TAKE AN OBJECT IN THE DATIVE CASE 

  BONUS: Using one of the verbs listed above and the pronoun, iste, ista, istud, say in Latin,  

  “Do not spare that man.”  NOLI/NOLITE PARCERE ISTI (VIRO/HOMINI) 

 

 9) TOSS-UP: The Hellenistic Age begins with the death of Alexander the Great in what year? 

        323 BC 

  BONUS: What was the name of one of Alexander the Great’s greatest military victories 

against the Persians in 333 BC?  BATTLE OF ISSUS 

 

10) TOSS-UP: Every Latin student knows that the Tiber River flows through Rome, but what 

river flows through Athens in Greece?   ERIDANOS 

  BONUS: What is the name of the sacred spring at Delphi where all suppliants to the oracle  

  had to bathe before entering the sacred precinct?  CASTALIAN 

 

11) TOSS-UP: The Arch of Titus in the Roman Forum depicts scenes from the sack of what city? 

       JERUSALEM 

  BONUS: The last holdout of the Judean rebellion committed mass suicide rather than face  

  capture by the Romans. At what mountaintop fortress did this suicide take place? 

       MASADA 

 

12) TOSS-UP: Identify the figure of speech found in this line: Tum Cererem corruptam undis  

  Cerealiaque arma expediunt fessi rerum.  METONYMY 

  BONUS: Identify the figure of speech in this passage: laudesque manebunt, quae me cumque 

  vocant terrae.     TMESIS 

 

13) TOSS-UP: What is another name for Paris, the prince of Troy? 

        ALEXANDER/ALEXANDROS 

  BONUS: Paris had a lover before he won the most beautiful woman in the world as his prize. 

  What was the name of the nymph whom Paris abandoned in order to claim Helen? 

        OENONE 
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14) TOSS-UP: What Latin adjective later meaning “treacherous, faithless, or perfidious” was  

  also the name used by the Romans for the Carthaginians? PUNICUS, -A, -UM 

  BONUS: To what item specifically was the priest Laocoon refering when he exclaimed,  

  “Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes”?    TROJAN HORSE 

 

15) TOSS-UP: What is the term for any edible grain referenced fifty-five times in Caesar’s  

  Gallic Wars?     FRUMENTUM 

  BONUS: What is the Latin term for the grain called spelt, which was used in the cake used in 

  the confarreate ceremony of marriage?  FAR 

 

16) TOSS-UP: Some people simply talk too much. What is the English adjective which derived  

  from a latin noun and suffix which literally means “full of words”?  VERBOSE 

  BONUS: What is the term referring to brief, concise, to-the-point type of discourse? It  

  refers to the area around Sparta in Greece. LACONIC 

 

17) TOSS-UP:With what three mortal women did Aeneas have significant relationships? 

        CREUSA, DIDO, and LAVINIA 

  BONUS: How was Aeneas related to King Priam of Troy? SON-IN-LAW 

 

18) TOSS-UP: What was the name for the ceremony in which a Roman father would officially  

  acknowledge his child by picking up the infant which had been laid at his feet? 

        SUSCEPTIO 

  BONUS: What was the name of the day on which an Roman infant received its name? 

        DIES LUCTRICUS 

 

19) TOSS-UP: What Roman lyric poet is the author of the Latin phrase aurea mediocritas? 

        HORACE 

  BONUS: Translate this passage from Tibullus: Audendum est: fortes adiuvat ipsa Venus. 

        IT MUST BE DARED: VENUS HERSELF   

        AIDS/HELPS THE BRAVE/STRONG 

 

20) TOSS-UP: Welcome to the Cinema Romana! What movie due out in a couple weeks would  

  have been called in ancient Rome, Involutum est? IT’S COMPLICATED 

  BONUS: What recent flick might have been called Sicarius orientis qui vestes atras gerit et  

  se celeriter silens movet?     NINJA ASSASSIN 

 

END OF ROUND 1. 

 

Note to Moderator: Have the Scorekeeper give the Scoresheet to the Level Host immediately. 

Please keep the teams in the room until new pittings have been announced.   

 

UPPER LEVEL - ROUND 2 

 

Note to Moderator: Teams are to confer quietly and write down the answers to questions 1-5. 

When time is called, have the all the captains of each team show their written answers at the 
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same time. Every team will score points for a correct answer and will have the opportunity to 

answer the bonus question for bonus points. 

 

Announce to All Teams: The answers to questions 1-5 will be written down. Confer quietly 

with your team and write your answers on the paper provided. All teams who answer correctly 

will receive points and answer the bonus questions. 

 

 1) WRITE-DOWN: What is the meanings of the antonyms accipio, accipere and sperno,  

  spernere?  ACCIPIO = ACCEPT/RECEIVE AND SPERNO = REJECT 

  BONUS: What are the meanings of the antonyms pateo, patēre and lateo, latēre? 

     PATEO = BE EXPOSED/LIE OPEN AND LATEO = LIE HIDDEN 

 

 2) WRITE-DOWN: The Pantheon is one of the most impressive structures surviving from the  

  ancient world. The inscription reads M. AGRIPPA L. F. COS. TERTIUM FECIT. What does 

  the  abbreviation COS. stand for?     CONSUL 

  BONUS: What do the abbreviations L. F. mean in Latin? LUCI FILIUS 

 

 3) WRITE-DOWN: The Roman poet Horace became a tribunus militum and gained equestrian  

  rank by serving under this general at the Battle of Philippi. BRUTUS 

  BONUS: After the defeat in battle, Horace lost his property and did not regain his stature  

  until he met this powerful patron in Rome.   MAECENAS 

 

 4) WRITE-DOWN: On what island in the Aegean Sea did Theseus abandon Ariadne? 

           NAXOS 

  BONUS: Ariadne would later be saved by Dionysus and live a happy life. Ariadne’s diadem  

  was set in the heavens as what constellation?   CORONA 

 

Note to Moderator: Question 5 is a visual question. Show the picture and read the 

accompanying question. All teams should write their answers as in questions 1-4. 

 

 5) WRITE-DOWN: What is the Latin term for the opening in the top of the dome?      OCULUS 

  BONUS: From what substance were the Romans able to mold this ceiling?   CONCRETE 

 

Note to Moderator: Teams should slap in to answer questions 6-20. Operate under “normal” 

certamen rules and procedures. 

 

Announce to All Teams: All teams should slap-in to answer questions 6-20 under “normal” 

certamen rules and procedures. 

 

 6) TOSS-UP: What is the specific name of the structure in which mock naval battles would be  

  staged?    NAUMACHIUM (accept NAUMACHIA?; prompt   

       for COLOSSEUM?) 

  BONUS: Who was the Roman goddess of death, corpses, and funerals? A gate through  

  which dead gladiators were removed from the amphitheater was named after her. 

       LIBITINA 

 



2009 Riverbend Certamen 

 7) TOSS-UP: Real students of the Latin language have long had to put up with those who would 

mock the language. There is an awful poem which reads, “Latin is a dead language, as dead 

as it can be. It killed all the Romans and now it’s killing me. All are dead who wrote it. All 

are dead who spoke it. All die who learn it. Blessed death -- they earned it.” The repetition of 

the word “all” is an example of what literary device? ANAPHORA 

BONUS: Being completely alliterative, say in Latin, “I speak the Latin language happily.” 

     LOQUOR LINGUAM LATINAM LAETE 

 

 8) TOSS-UP: “Oh that I were in Rome!” Translate this sentence into Latin. 

        UTINAM/UT ROMAE (AD)ESSEM 

  BONUS: “Look now! You might see Rome!” Translate that sentence into Latin. 

       SPECTA(TE) NUNC! ROMAM VIDEAS/VIDEATIS /  

       VIDERIS/VIDERITIS 

 

 9) TOSS-UP: What is the name of the 6
th

 century BC king of Lydia whose name has become 

synonymous with great wealth?   CROESUS 

  BONUS: Croesus, before embarking on a major military campaign, traveled to Delphi to 

seek the will of the gods. In reply, one of the oracle’s most famous revelations was “If you 

attack, a great empire will be lost.” Unfortunately, the empire that was lost was his. Against 

what military foe was Croesus fighting?  PERSIANS 

 

10) TOSS-UP: Which Roman comitia, formed on the basis of wealth and age, was responsible 

for the election of praetors, censors, and consuls? CENTURIATA 

  BONUS: The comitia tributa was comprised of the Roman citizens divided into tribes. How  

  many tribes existed during the later Roman Republic? 35 

 

11) TOSS-UP: What island, behind which the supposedly retreating Greeks hid their fleet, was 

located near the city of Troy?  TENEDOS 

BONUS: According to Homer, the Greeks set up their camp near the mouth of what river 

which ran near Troy?   SCAMANDER 

 

12) TOSS-UP: In a legendary duel, Hector and Achilles fouight before the gates of Troy. What  

  event had roused Achilles from sulking in his tent to fight Achilles? 

        THE DEATH OF PATROCLUS 

  BONUS: Another great duel was the meeting of Ajax and Hector. How did Ajax disarm  

  Hector when they fought?   AJAX THREW A HUGE ROCK AT HIM 

 

13) TOSS-UP: In which cardinal direction would Crassus be traveling if he were traveling from  

  Parthia to Mesopotamia?   WEST 

  BONUS: In which cardinal direction would Ovid be sailing if he were traveling from   

  Byzantium to Tomis?   NORTH 

 

14) TOSS-UP: In the Battle of Philippi in 42 BC, on whose side did the poet Horace fight? 

        BRUTUS AND CASSIUS 

BONUS: What position did Horace hold in Brutus and Cassius’ army? 

      MILITARY TRIBUNE 
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15) TOSS-UP: After the death of Romulus, he was deified and became associated with a Sabine  

  god. What was the name of the deified Romulus? QUIRINUS 

  BONUS: Romulus had been married to the Sabine Hersilia. What was her deified name? 

          HORA 

 

16) TOSS-UP: What is the complete Latin phrase and the English meaning for the abbreviation  

  q.v.?     QUOD VIDE = SEE WHICH 

  BONUS: What is the complete Latin phrase and the English meaning for the abbreviation  

  et seq. (please spell after saying it)? ET SEQUENS or ET SEQUENTES or ET   

        SEQUENTIA; meaning “AND FOLLOWING” 

 

17) TOSS-UP: After the sack of Troy, who claimed possession of Hecuba, the queen of Troy,  

  and took her back to Greece?  ODYSSEUS 

  BONUS: Before she was taken from Troy, she had to watch the sacrifice of her daughter at  

  the tomb of Achilles. What was the name of this daughter? POLYXENA 

 

18) TOSS-UP: To which Roman deity were the Salii, the “leaping priests,” dedicated?  

           MARS 

  BONUS: One of the responsibilities of the Salii were the protection of the twelve sacred  

  ancilia, basically shaped like a figure-eight. What were ancilia?  SHIELDS 

 

19) TOSS-UP: What Roman poet wrote these words: Barbarus hic ego sum, quia non intellegor  

  ulli?     OVID (FROM EXILE) 

  BONUS: What language did the natives speak in Tomi, the site of Ovid’s exile? 

        GETIC or SARMATIAN (accept GREEK?) 

 

20) TOSS-UP: When you have been recognized, perform the following command: Surge et tua  

  genua tangens dic nobis magna voce nomen tuae scholae. 

      HE/SHE SHOULD STAND AND WHILE TOUCHING HIS  

      KNEES TELL US IN A LOUD VOICE THE NAME OF   

      HIS/HER SCHOOL 

  BONUS: Perform this command: Cantate de amore carmen a Bernardo dinosauro cantatum. 

    THE TEAM SHOULD SING THE BARNEY SONG “I LOVE YOU, YOU  

    LOVE ME, WE’RE A HAPPY FAMILY WITH A GREAT BIG HUG AND A  

    KISS FROM ME TO YOU, WON’T YOU SAY YOU LOVE ME TOO?” 

    (Decide how much of the song is needed to answer the question correctly.) 

 

END OF ROUND 2. 

 

Note to Moderator: Have the Scorekeeper give the Scoresheet to the Level Host immediately. 

Please keep the teams in the room until new pittings have been announced.   

 

UPPER LEVEL - ROUND 3 
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Note to Moderator: Teams are to confer quietly and write down the answers to questions 1-5. 

When time is called, have the all the captains of each team show their written answers at the 

same time. Every team will score points for a correct answer and will have the opportunity to 

answer the bonus question for bonus points. 

 

Announce to All Teams: The answers to questions 1-5 will be written down. Confer quietly 

with your team and write your answers on the paper provided. All teams who answer correctly 

will receive points and answer the bonus questions. 

 

 1) WRITE-DOWN: What is the official title of the work, actually a funerary inscription,  

  describing the deeds and accomplishments of Augustus? 

        RES GESTAE DIVI AUGUSTI 

  BONUS: On what temple in what is today Ankara, Turkey, was the most complete copy of  

  the Res Gestae Divi Augusti found? MONUMENTUM ANCYRANUM or THE   

        TEMPLE OF AUGUSTUS AND ROME 

 

 2) WRITE-DOWN: What is the name of the Roman festival observed on March 1 on which  

  Roman matrons honored Juno in her aspect of aiding in childbirth. 

        MATRONALIA 

  BONUS: What is the epithet attributed to Juno for her role in helping to bring children into  

  the light?     LUCINA 

 

 3) WRITE-DOWN: What Greek author is regarded as the “Father of History”? 

        HERODOTUS 

  BONUS: What is the name in English of Herodotus’ most famous work? 

        THE HISTORIES 

 

 4) WRITE-DOWN: What is the modern term for “a generous host” or “one who entertains  

  lavishly”? The term comes from a myth where Zeus seeks to prove to a banquet of nobles  

  that he is actually the king of Thebes and the husband of Alcmene. AMPHITRYON 

  BONUS: Amphitryon had returned home to find Zeus in disguise and with his wife. Nine  

  months later to whom does Alcmene give birth from her time spent with Zeus?  

         HERACLES/HERCULES (not Iphicles) 

 

Note to Moderator: Question 5 is a visual question. Show the picture and read the 

accompanying question. All teams should write their answers as in questions 1-4. 

 

 5) WRITE-DOWN: To what island in the Aegean Sea is Arrow A pointing? CRETE 

  BONUS: To what island is Arrow B pointing?  RHODES 

 

Note to Moderator: Teams should slap in to answer questions 6-20. Operate under “normal” 

certamen rules and procedures. 

 

Announce to All Teams: All teams should slap-in to answer questions 6-20 under “normal” 

certamen rules and procedures. 
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 6) TOSS-UP: Most certaminators know that a Roman bath is typically comprised of a   

  frigidarium, tepidarium, and caldarium, but what is the name of the room in which the moist  

  steam bath was located?   SUDATORIUM 

  BONUS: What was the name of the room where bathers would sweat in a dry heat, much like 

  a sauna today?    LACONICUM 

 

 7) TOSS-UP: Latin is full of irregular words. What is the nominative plural of the noun 

meaning “strength” or “force”?  VIRES  

BONUS: What is the accusative singular of the Latin word for “tower”? 

      TURRIM 

 

 8) TOSS-UP: What is the third person plural, perfect passive subjunctive for the Latin verb  

  from which we derive the English word “deponent”?  DEPOSITI (-AE, -A) ERINT 

  BONUS: Change depositae erint to the accusative gerund. DEPONENDUM 

 

 9) TOSS-UP: Who was the mortal father of Helen, the wife of Menelaus and queen of Sparta? 

        TYNDAREUS 

  BONUS: Who was the daughter of Helen and Menelaus? HERMIONE 

 

10) TOSS-UP: What Roman emperor was the first to build a wall across central Britain to draw a 

limit to the Roman Empire?  HADRIAN 

  BONUS: What Roman emperor built a wall further north twenty years later to separate what  

  would become Scotland from Britain? ANTONINUS PIUS 

 

11) TOSS-UP: Using the adjective tristis, triste, spell the ablative singular of the Latin phrase 

“sad goddess.”      TRISTI DEĀ 

BONUS: Give the dative plural for “sad goddess.” TRISTIBUS DEABUS 

 

12) TOSS-UP: Catullus writes in Carmen 76, eripite hanc pestem perniciemque mihi. What is the 

  use of the dative case in that sentence?   DATIVE OF SEPARATION 

  BONUS: A couple lines earlier in the same poem, Catullus writes, O di, si vestrum est  

  misereri. What use of the genitive case is illustrated by vestrum? 

          GENITIVE OF CHARACTERISTIC 

 

13) TOSS-UP: What sea nymph, bound to the island of Ogygia for her support of the Titans  

  against the Olympic Gods, detains Odysseus for seven years on his return to Ithaca after the  

  Trojan War?      CALYPSO 

  BONUS: What Titan was the father of Calypso?  ATLAS 

 

14) TOSS-UP: Mt. Vesuvius erupted on August 24, AD 79, and brought destruction to a large  

  part of the area surrounding the Bay of Naples. Where was Pliny the Elder stationed when  

  this eruption was brought to his attention?  MISENUM/CAPE MISENUM 

BONUS: A famous quotation attributed to Pliny from this episode is “Fortes fortuna iuvat: 

Pomponianum pete.” Translate this into English. 

          FORTUNE AIDs/HELPS THE BRAVE/STRONG: SEEK POMPONIANUS 
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15) TOSS-UP: What was the Latin term for knucklebones taken from sheep and goats? They  

  were used in games?  TALI 

  BONUS: What was the Latin term for dice made from ivory, stone, or wood? TESSERAE 

 

16) TOSS-UP: Identify the type of conditional sentence found here: Si Antonia adesset, laetus  

  essem.     CONTRARY-TO-FACT (IN PRESENT TIME) 

  BONUS:  Translate Si Antonia adesset, laetus essem into English. 

       IF ANTONIA WERE HERE, I WOULD BE HAPPY 

 

17) TOSS-UP: Who became the best friend of Theseus after stealing his cattle and fighting him  

  in combat to a draw?   PIRITHOUS 

  BONUS: What group became intoxicated at Pirithous’ wedding and attempted to carry off  

  the bride and other women? CENTAURS 

 

18) TOSS-UP: What leaf of what type of plant typicall adorns the capital of a Corinthian   

  column?      ACANTHUS 

  BONUS: The capitals gracing the government buildings here in Richmond are typically  

  adorned with what plant so important in Virginia’s early history? TOBACCO 

 

19) TOSS-UP: On what mountain in Greece is Delphi located? PARNASSUS 

  BONUS: What mountain in northern Greece served as an inspiration to poets because of two  

  springs sacred to the Muses located there?   HELICON 

 

20) TOSS-UP: Welcome to the Cinema Romana, of sorts. What movie series in ancient Rome  

  would have described its mission as Ut audacter eamus quo nemo prius ierit? 

         STAR TREK 

  BONUS: What character from Star Trek would have used the Latin phrase Fui et semper ero  

  amicus tuus and to whom would he be speaking? SPOCK TO CAPTAIN KIRK 

 

END OF ROUND 3. 

 

Note to Moderator: Have the Scorekeeper give the Scoresheet to the Level Host immediately. 

Please keep the teams in the room until new pittings have been announced.   

 

UPPER LEVEL - ROUND 4 

 

Note to Moderator: Teams are to confer quietly and write down the answers to questions 1-5. 

When time is called, have the all the captains of each team show their written answers at the 

same time. Every team will score points for a correct answer and will have the opportunity to 

answer the bonus question for bonus points. 

 

Announce to All Teams: The answers to questions 1-5 will be written down. Confer quietly 

with your team and write your answers on the paper provided. All teams who answer correctly 

will receive points and answer the bonus questions. 
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 1) WRITE-DOWN: You have just been appointing emperor and the common people are in an  

  uproar. Your praetorian prefect reminds you, “Don’t forget the bread and circuses!” How  

  would you say this sentence in Latin? NOLI OBLIVISCI PANIUM ET CIRCENSIUM  

        (or NOLI DEDISCERE PANEM ET CIRCENSES) 

  BONUS: The phrase panem et circenses is attributed to Juvenal. What is his full name in  

  Latin?     DECIMUS IUNIUS IUVENALIS 

 

 2) WRITE-DOWN: During the deductio in a Roman marriage ceremony, attendants often sang  

  songs containing off-color jokes, risque comments, and playful, personal attacks. What were  

  these songs called? 

     FESCINNINE VERSES/VERSUS FESCINNI/CARMINA FESCINNINA 

  BONUS: These verses were often written in who native Italian meter?  SATURNIAN 

 

 3) WRITE-DOWN: What did the Lex Canuleia, passed in 445 BC, allow for the ancient   

  Romans?    MARRIAGE BETWEEN PATRICIAN AND PLEBEIANS 

  BONUS: What is the Latin term for the right of intermarriage called?           CONNUBIUM 

 

 4) WRITE-DOWN: What Greek warrior suffered a snake-bite on the way to Troy? His would  

  festered and smelled so bad that he was abandoned on a island by the Greek. 

        PHILOCTETES 

  BONUS: On what island was Philoctetes abandoned?  LEMNOS (Some sources say 

           TENEDOS) 

 

Note to Moderator: Question 5 is a visual question. Show the picture and read the 

accompanying question. All teams should write their answers as in questions 1-4. 

 

 5) WRITE-DOWN: What is the name for the mantle or shield worn by Athena in this picture. It 

  is depicted with scales and fringed with snakes.  AEGIS 

  BONUS: Usually there is the face of what creature from Greek mythology on the aegis? 

          GORGON 

 

Note to Moderator: Teams should slap in to answer questions 6-20. Operate under “normal” 

certamen rules and procedures. 

 

Announce to All Teams: All teams should slap-in to answer questions 6-20 under “normal” 

certamen rules and procedures. 

 

 6) TOSS-UP: What was the Roman term for the act of calling the name of the deceased three  

  times?     CONCLAMATIO 

  BONUS: What was the Roman term for the structure which housed a large number of urns in 

  niches?     COLUMBARIUM 

 

 7) TOSS-UP: Publius Vergilius Maro is the esteemed author of the Aeneid. The name Vergil is 

often spelled V-I-r-g-i-l. In reference to his prophetic powers the people of the Middle Ages 

believed that he possessed, his name is spelled this way because it became associated with 
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the Latin word for “magic wand.” What is the Latin term for “magic wand”? 

         VIRGA 

  BONUS: What were the prophecies called when randomly picking a passage from the Aeneid 

was used as an oracle to predict the future? SORTES VERGILIANAE 

 

 8) TOSS-UP: In what year was Octavian named Augustus by the Roman Senate? 

        27 BC 

  BONUS: What does “Augustus” mean? HALLOWED, VENERATED 

 

 9) TOSS-UP: Translate the following Latin sentence into proper English: Utinam Caesar 

viveret!     OH THAT CAESAR WERE LIVING/WERE  

      ALIVE or I WISH CAESAR WERE   

      LIVING/WERE ALIVE, etc. 

  BONUS: Using the verb sepelio, sepelire, say in Latin, “Are we to praise Caesar or bury 

him?”     LAUDEMUSNE CAESAREM AN SEPELIAMUS  

      (EUM) 

 

10) TOSS-UP: In the conflict between Julius Caesar and Pompey the Great, which man did 

Cicero support?    POMPEY THE GREAT 

  BONUS: Cicero joined Pompey in Greece, but after the Battle of Pharsalus in 48 BC, Cicero  

  returned to Italy and remained in what port city until he was sure Caesar would not punish  

  him for his favoritism against his opponent? BRUNDISIUM 

 

11) TOSS-UP: What is the gerundive of the Latin verb from which we derive the English word 

“action”?     AGENDUS (-A, -UM) 

BONUS: Using the dative of agent, say in Latin, “we must do this.” 

      (HOC) AGENDUM EST NOBIS 

 

12) TOSS-UP: Who was the youngest son of Hecuba and King Priam of Troy? He was sent with  

  treasure to the court of King Polymestor of Thrace. He was killed after the fall of Troy and  

  his grave was found by Aeneas when he was pulling up plants and discovered bloody roots. 

         POLYDORUS 

  BONUS: According to Euripides and other sources, who was Hecuba and Priam’s daughter,  

  who had to be sacrificed at the grave of Achilles before the the winds could blow and the  

  Greeks return home after the sack of Troy? POLYXENA 

 

13) TOSS-UP: What figure of speech is illustrated by the passage in the Aeneid, vigiles et caeco  

  Marte resistunt?     METONYMY 

  BONUS: What figure of speech is illustrated by the passage, moriamur et in media arma  

  ruamus?      HYSTERON-PROTERON 

 

14) TOSS-UP: On what island off the Bay of Naples did the Emperor Tiberius spent much of his  

  final years of rule?    CAPRI 

BONUS: What Prefect of the Praetorian Guard gradually accumulated power and essentially 

ruled in Tiberius’ stead in Rome?   SEJANUS 
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15) TOSS-UP: What structure was commissioned in ancient Rome to commemorate the   

  triumphal return of Augustus from Spain and Gaul? It was meant to be an altar portaying the  

  peace and prosperity of the Pax Romana.   ARA PACIS (AUGUSTAE) 

  BONUS: What tomb housing many members of the Julio-Claudian family is located next to  

  the site of the Ara Pacis?     MAUSOLEUM OF AUGUSTUS 

 

16) TOSS-UP: When Vergil’s epitaph says tenet nunc Parthenope, to what place does Parthenope 

  refer?       NAPLES 

  BONUS: Vergil’s epitaph begins with the words Mantua me genuit. In what region or  

  province was this place located?    (CISALPINE) GAUL 

 

17) TOSS-UP: What was the statue of Pallas Athena called, which was thrown down from Mt.  

  Olympus by Zeus when Troy was founded?  PALLADIUM 

  BONUS: It was prophesied that the safety of Troy depended upon the safeguard of this  

  statue. What Greek snuck into the city one night and stoles the Palladium? DIOMEDES 

 

18) TOSS-UP: What is the modern equivalent of a forica? TOILET/LATRINE 

  BONUS: What is the modern equivalent of a vomitorium?  

    GATE OR ENTRANCE-WAY INTO AN AMPHITHEATER OR THEATER 

 

19) TOSS-UP: Natare est facile factu. What is the name of the form factu?  SUPINE 

  BONUS: Using the regular verb nata, natare, how would you say in Latin, “I came to  

  swim?”     VENI NATATUM 

 

20) TOSS-UP: Welcome back to the Cinema Romana! What movie in ancient Rome would have  

  been called Ictus in Latus Caecum?  THE BLIND SIDE 

  BONUS: What about Asylum Coniugum? COUPLES RETREAT 

 

END OF ROUND 4. 

 

Note to Moderator: Have the Scorekeeper give the Scoresheet to the Level Host immediately. 

Please send all teams directly to the Auditorium. Thank you for your efforts today -- This 

tournament would not have been possible without you! 

 

 


