
2009 Riverbend Certamen 

LEVEL III - ROUND 1 

 

Note to Moderator: Teams are to confer quietly and write down the answers to questions 1-5. 

When time is called, have the all the captains of each team show their written answers at the 

same time. Every team will score points for a correct answer and will have the opportunity to 

answer the bonus question for bonus points. 

 

Announce to All Teams: The answers to questions 1-5 will be written down. Confer quietly 

with your team and write your answers on the paper provided. All teams who answer correctly 

will receive points and answer the bonus questions. 

 

 1) WRITE-DOWN: Identify the author of this Latin passage: Dum loquimur, fugerit invida/  

  aetas: carpe diem, quam minimum credula postero. HORACE 

  BONUS: Identify the author of this Latin passage: Ridebis, et licet rideas. Ego ille quem  

  nosti apros tres et quidem pulcherrimos cepi.’Ipse?’ inquis. Ipse… 

          PLINY THE YOUNGER 

 

 2) WRITE-DOWN: Identify the common bond: sagum, paenula, paludamentum.   

         CLOAKS/CAPES 

  BONUS: What special dinner costume was worn outdoors only during Saturnalia? 

         SYNTHESIS 

 

 3) WRITE-DOWN: The Arch of Titus in the Roman Forum depicts scenes from the sack of  

  what city?      JERUSALEM 

  BONUS: The last holdout of the Judean rebellion committed mass suicide rather than face  

  capture by the Romans. At what mountaintop fortress did this suicide take place? 

         MASADA 

 

 4) WRITE-DOWN: As a young man, Jason, wearing one shoe, returned to Thessaly and   

  encountered this man who had overthrown his father and taken control of the kingdom. 

         PELIAS 

  BONUS: Who was Jason’s father, the rightful king of Thessaly? 

         AESON 

 

Note to Moderator: Question 5 is a visual question. Show the picture and read the 

accompanying question. All teams should write their answers as in questions 1-4. 

 

 5) WRITE-DOWN: Who is this follower of Dionysus? SILENUS 

  BONUS: In a version of the myth of Silenus, he becomes lost from Dionysus’ train of  

  followers and is treated kindly by what king of Phrygia who later was richly rewarded by the  

  god.       MIDAS 

 

Note to Moderator: Teams should slap in to answer questions 6-20. Operate under “normal” 

certamen rules and procedures. 
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Announce to All Teams: All teams should slap-in to answer questions 6-20 under “normal” 

certamen rules and procedures. 

 

 6) TOSS-UP: Some terms from the ancient world can be easily confused. What were   

  mirmillones? MIRMILLONES = GLADIATORS (with FISH EMBLEM ON HELMET 

  BONUS: What were Myrmidons? MYRMIDONS = SOLDIERS OF ACHILLES  

        (SOLDIERS DERIVED FROM ANTS) 

 

 7) TOSS-UP: What is the meaning of the Latin phrase Dei gratiā? 

       BY THE GRACE OF GOD 

  BONUS: What is the Latin and English for the abbreviation D.V.? 

       DEO VOLENTE = GOD WILLING 

 8) TOSS-UP: Jason was told that he would find the Golden Fleece in Colchis. On the shores of  

  what sea was Colchis located?   BLACK SEA/PONTUS EUXINUS 

  BONUS: In what modern country today was Colchis located?  GEORGIA 

 

 9) TOSS-UP: Hamilcar, Hannibal, and Hasdrubal are all foes of the Romans during the Punic 

Wars. To what family did all these Carthaginians belong? BARCA/BARCAS 

  BONUS: Which of these three Carthaginians was killed in battle in Italy? 

           HASDRUBAL 

 

10) TOSS-UP: Identify the common bond: pareo, parco, noceo, credo. 

      VERBS WHICH TAKE AN OBJECT IN THE DATIVE CASE 

  BONUS: Using one of the verbs listed above and the pronoun, iste, ista, istud, say in Latin,  

  “Do not spare that man.”  NOLI/NOLITE PARCERE ISTI (VIRO/HOMINI) 

 

11) TOSS-UP: Who was responsible for sending Cicero into exile for putting Roman citizens to 

death without a trial?   (PUBLIUS) CLODIUS (PULCHER) 

BONUS: Among other things, Cicero had publically embarrassed Clodius by refuting his 

alibi that he had not violated what sacred gathering of women? 

      FESTIVAL OF THE BONA DEA 

 

12) TOSS-UP: Cicero was quite a prolific writer and lawyer. What is the name of the speech in  

  which he defends a man who was accused of trying to poison Clodia? PRO CAELIO 

  BONUS: What is the name of the speech in which Cicero defends a former teacher, a poet  

  whose citizenship is being called into question.   PRO ARCHIA (POETA) 

 

13) TOSS-UP: What Greek soldier was the first to step ashore at Troy and became the first to  

  die?       PROTESLAUS 

  BONUS: What Trojan hero killed Protesilaus?  HECTOR 

 

14) TOSS-UP: What pair committed suicide in 30 BC after losing the Battle of Actium? 

        ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA 

BONUS: What noted commander committed suicide in Bithynia in 183 BC in order to avoid 

capture and extradition to Rome?  HANNIBAL 
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15) TOSS-UP: What is the term for any edible grain referenced fifty-five times in Caesar’s  

  Gallic Wars?     FRUMENTUM 

  BONUS: What is the Latin term for the grain called spelt, which was used in the cake used in 

  the confarreate ceremony of marriage?  FAR 

 

16) TOSS-UP: What was the Latin title of Cicero’s essay on friendship? 

        DE AMICITIA 

  BONUS: What was the Latin title of Cicero’s essay on old age? 

        DE SENECTUTE 

 

17) TOSS-UP: What daughter of Zeus and Hera was the cupbearer of the gods? 

        HEBE 

  BONUS: Whom did Hebe marry after she dismissed because she accidently exposed herself  

  to the gods?    HERACLES (accept HERCULES?) 

 

18) TOSS-UP: What was the name for the ceremony in which a Roman father would officially  

  acknowledge his child by picking up the infant which had been laid at his feet? 

        SUSCEPTIO 

  BONUS: What was the name of the day on which an Roman infant received its name? 

        DIES LUCTRICUS 

 

19) TOSS-UP: Everyone knows Julius Caesar’s famous boast, Veni! Vidi! Vici! How would he  

  have said, “I am going to come; I am going to see; and I am going to conquer”? 

      SUM VENTURUS, VISURUS, VICTURUS 

  BONUS: What is the construction of a form of the verb “to be” and the future active   

  participle called?  ACTIVE PERIPHRASTIC 

 

20) TOSS-UP: Welcome to the Cinema Romana! What movie due out in a couple weeks would  

  have been called in ancient Rome, Involutum est? IT’S COMPLICATED 

  BONUS: What recent flick might have been called Sicarius orientis qui vestes atras gerit et  

  se celeriter silens movet?     NINJA ASSASSIN 

 

END OF ROUND 1. 

 

Note to Moderator: Have the Scorekeeper give the Scoresheet to the Level Host immediately. 

Please keep the teams in the room until new pittings have been announced.   

 

LEVEL III - ROUND 2 

 

Note to Moderator: Teams are to confer quietly and write down the answers to questions 1-5. 

When time is called, have the all the captains of each team show their written answers at the 

same time. Every team will score points for a correct answer and will have the opportunity to 

answer the bonus question for bonus points. 
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Announce to All Teams: The answers to questions 1-5 will be written down. Confer quietly 

with your team and write your answers on the paper provided. All teams who answer correctly 

will receive points and answer the bonus questions. 

 

 1) WRITE-DOWN: What is the meanings of the antonyms accipio, accipere and sperno,  

  spernere?  ACCIPIO = ACCEPT/RECEIVE AND SPERNO = REJECT 

  BONUS: What are the meanings of the antonyms pateo, patēre and lateo, latēre? 

     PATEO = BE EXPOSED/LIE OPEN AND LATEO = LIE HIDDEN 

 

 2) WRITE-DOWN: The Pantheon is one of the most impressive structures surviving from the  

  ancient world. The inscription reads M. AGRIPPA L. F. COS. TERTIUM FECIT. What does 

  the  abbreviation COS. stand for?     CONSUL 

  BONUS: What do the abbreviations L. F. mean in Latin? LUCI FILIUS 

 

 3) WRITE-DOWN: In 67 BC, the Lex Gabinia authorized what general to take command of the 

  military campaign against pirates in the Mediterranean?  POMPEY (THE GREAT) 

  BONUS: What law in 66 BC gave Pompey command of the fight against Mithridates? 

           LEX MANILIA 

 

 4) WRITE-DOWN: What soldier, the ugliest of the Greeks at Troy, was described by Homer as  

  being bowlegged, lame, and having a misshapen head? He was later killed for mocking  

  Achilles and his supposed lust for the fallen Penthesileia. THERSITES 

  BONUS: Penthesileia was queen of what group of warriors? AMAZONS 

 

Note to Moderator: Question 5 is a visual question. Show the picture and read the 

accompanying question. All teams should write their answers as in questions 1-4. 

 

 5) WRITE-DOWN: What is the Latin term for the opening in the top of the dome?      OCULUS 

  BONUS: From what substance were the Romans able to mold this ceiling?   CONCRETE 

 

Note to Moderator: Teams should slap in to answer questions 6-20. Operate under “normal” 

certamen rules and procedures. 

 

Announce to All Teams: All teams should slap-in to answer questions 6-20 under “normal” 

certamen rules and procedures. 

 

 6) TOSS-UP: Most certaminators know that a Roman bath is typically comprised of a   

  frigidarium, tepidarium, and caldarium, but what is the name of the room in which the moist  

  steam bath was located?   SUDATORIUM 

  BONUS: What was the name of the room where bathers would sweat in a dry heat, much like 

  a sauna today?    LACONICUM 

 

 7) TOSS-UP: Real students of the Latin language have long had to put up with those who would 

mock the language. There is an awful poem which reads, “Latin is a dead language, as dead 

as it can be. It killed all the Romans and now it’s killing me. All are dead who wrote it. All 
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are dead who spoke it. All die who learn it. Blessed death -- they earned it.” The repetition of 

the word “all” is an example of what literary device? ANAPHORA 

BONUS: Being completely alliterative, say in Latin, “I speak the Latin language happily.” 

     LOQUOR LINGUAM LATINAM LAETE 

 

 8) TOSS-UP: Some people simply talk too much. What is the English adjective which derived  

  from a latin noun and suffix which literally means “full of words”?  VERBOSE 

  BONUS: What is the term referring to brief, concise, to-the-point type of discourse? It  

  refers to the area around Sparta in Greece. LACONIC 

 

 9) TOSS-UP: Name the members of the Second Triumvirate in the order in which they died. 

       LEPIDUS, ANTONY, OCTAVIAN 

  BONUS: What was the period of peace ushered in by Octavian called?          PAX ROMANA 

 

10) TOSS-UP: What is the name of the 6
th

 century BC king of Lydia whose name has become 

synonymous with great wealth?   CROESUS 

  BONUS: Croesus, before embarking on a major military campaign, traveled to Delphi to 

seek the will of the gods. In reply, one of the oracle’s most famous revelations was “If you 

attack, a great empire will be lost.” Unfortunately, the empire that was lost was his. Against 

what military foe was Croesus fighting?  PERSIANS 

 

11) TOSS-UP: In what ancient city did the story of Pyramus and Thisbe take place? 

         BABYLON 

BONUS: In what modern country today are the ruins of ancient Babylon located? 

       IRAQ 

 

12) TOSS-UP: In a legendary duel, Hector and Achilles fouight before the gates of Troy. What  

  event had roused Achilles from sulking in his tent to fight Achilles? 

        THE DEATH OF PATROCLUS 

  BONUS: Another great duel was the meeting of Ajax and Hector. How did Ajax disarm  

  Hector when they fought?   AJAX THREW A HUGE ROCK AT HIM 

  

13) TOSS-UP: Identify the figure of speech illustrated by the sentence: cum tacent, clamant. 

        PARADOX or OXYMORON 

  BONUS: Identify two figures of speech in this passage: non feram, non patiar, non sinam. 

        ANAPHORA and/or ASYNDETON and/or   

        CLIMAX and/or TRICOLON CRESCENS 

 

14) TOSS-UP: Which Roman comitia, formed on the basis of wealth and age, was responsible 

for the election of praetors, censors, and consuls? CENTURIATA 

  BONUS: The comitia tributa was comprised of the Roman citizens divided into tribes. How  

  many tribes existed during the later Roman Republic? 35 

 

15) TOSS-UP: After the death of Romulus, he was deified and became associated with a Sabine  

  god. What was the name of the deified Romulus? QUIRINUS 

  BONUS: Romulus had been married to the Sabine Hersilia. What was her deified name? 
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          HORA 

 

16) TOSS-UP: Provide the correct form the of relative pronoun in Latin found in this sentence: I  

  gave the money to Marcus whom I saw in the shop. QUEM 

  BONUS: Provide the correct form of the relative pronoun in Latin found in this sentence:  

  The women, whose husbands were captured, were waiting in the Forum. QUARUM 

 

17) TOSS-UP: What sea nymph, bound to the island of Ogygia for her support of the Titans  

  against the Olympic Gods, detains Odysseus for seven years on his return to Ithaca after the  

  Trojan War?      CALYPSO 

  BONUS: What Titan was the father of Calypso?  ATLAS 

 

18) TOSS-UP: To which Roman deity were the Salii, the “leaping priests,” dedicated?  

           MARS 

  BONUS: One of the responsibilities of the Salii were the protection of the twelve sacred  

  ancilia, basically shaped like a figure-eight. What were ancilia?  SHIELDS 

 

19) TOSS-UP: What is the complete Latin phrase and the English meaning for the abbreviation  

  q.v.?     QUOD VIDE = SEE WHICH 

  BONUS: What is the complete Latin phrase and the English meaning for the abbreviation  

  et seq. (please spell after saying it)? ET SEQUENS or ET SEQUENTES or ET   

        SEQUENTIA; meaning “AND FOLLOWING” 

 

20) TOSS-UP: When you have been recognized, perform the following command: Surge et tua  

  genua tangens dic nobis magna voce nomen tuae scholae. 

      HE/SHE SHOULD STAND AND WHILE TOUCHING HIS  

      KNEES TELL US IN A LOUD VOICE THE NAME OF   

      HIS/HER SCHOOL 

  BONUS: Perform this command: Cantate de amore carmen a Bernardo dinosauro cantatum. 

    THE TEAM SHOULD SING THE BARNEY SONG “I LOVE YOU, YOU  

    LOVE ME, WE’RE A HAPPY FAMILY WITH A GREAT BIG HUG AND A  

    KISS FROM ME TO YOU, WON’T YOU SAY YOU LOVE ME TOO?” 

    (Decide how much of the song is needed to answer the question correctly.) 

 

END OF ROUND 2. 

 

Note to Moderator: Have the Scorekeeper give the Scoresheet to the Level Host immediately. 

Please keep the teams in the room until new pittings have been announced.   

 

LEVEL III - ROUND 3 

 

Note to Moderator: Teams are to confer quietly and write down the answers to questions 1-5. 

When time is called, have the all the captains of each team show their written answers at the 

same time. Every team will score points for a correct answer and will have the opportunity to 

answer the bonus question for bonus points. 
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Announce to All Teams: The answers to questions 1-5 will be written down. Confer quietly 

with your team and write your answers on the paper provided. All teams who answer correctly 

will receive points and answer the bonus questions. 

 

 1) WRITE-DOWN: What are the singular and plural present imperatives of the deponent verb  

  loquor?      LOQUERE AND LOQUIMINI 

  BONUS: What are the three infinitives of loquor? 

        LOQUI, LOCUTUS ESSE, LOCUTURUS ESSE 

 

 2) WRITE-DOWN: What was the Roman term for the act of calling the name of the deceased  

  three times?     CONCLAMATIO 

  BONUS: What was the Roman term for the structure which housed a large number of urns in 

  niches?      COLUMBARIUM 

 

 3) WRITE-DOWN: Mt. Vesuvius erupted on August 24, AD 79, and brought destruction to a  

  large part of the area surrounding the Bay of Naples. Where was Pliny the Elder stationed  

  when this eruption was brought to his attention?  MISENUM/CAPE MISENUM 

BONUS: A famous quotation attributed to Pliny from this episode is “Fortes fortuna iuvat: 

Pomponianum pete.” Translate this into English. 

         FORTUNE AIDS/HELPS THE BRAVE/STRONG: SEEK POMPONIANUS 

 

 4) WRITE-DOWN: What is the modern term for “a generous host” or “one who entertains  

  lavishly”? The term comes from a myth where Zeus seeks to prove to a banquet of nobles  

  that he is actually the king of Thebes and the husband of Alcmene. AMPHITRYON 

  BONUS: Amphitryon had returned home to find Zeus in disguise and with his wife. Nine  

  months later to whom does Alcmene give birth from her time spent with Zeus?  

         HERACLES/HERCULES (not Iphicles) 

 

Note to Moderator: Question 5 is a visual question. Show the picture and read the 

accompanying question. All teams should write their answers as in questions 1-4. 

 

 5) WRITE-DOWN: To what island in the Aegean Sea is Arrow A pointing? CRETE 

  BONUS: To what island is Arrow B pointing?  RHODES 

 

Note to Moderator: Teams should slap in to answer questions 6-20. Operate under “normal” 

certamen rules and procedures. 

 

Announce to All Teams: All teams should slap-in to answer questions 6-20 under “normal” 

certamen rules and procedures. 

 

 6) TOSS-UP: According to Juvenal, what is the Latin phrase for those two items which are  

  required to keep the common people happy? PANEM ET CIRCENSES 

  BONUS: Speaking of keeping the common people happy, in what year did the Flavian  

  Amphitheater open?    AD 80 
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 7) TOSS-UP: Latin is full of irregular words. What is the nominative plural of the noun 

meaning “strength” or “force”?  VIRES  

BONUS: What is the accusative singular of the Latin word for “tower”? 

      TURRIM 

 

 8) TOSS-UP: Responde Latine: Quot sunt octo et undeviginti? VIGINTI (ET) SEX 

  BONUS: Responde Latine: Quot sunt triginta et sex minus viginti? SEDECIM 

 

 9) TOSS-UP: Who was the mortal father of Helen, the wife of Menelaus and queen of Sparta? 

        TYNDAREUS 

  BONUS: Who was the daughter of Helen and Menelaus? HERMIONE 

 

10) TOSS-UP: What Roman emperor was the first to build a wall across central Britain to draw a 

limit to the Roman Empire?  HADRIAN 

  BONUS: What Roman emperor built a wall further north twenty years later to separate what  

  would become Scotland from Britain? ANTONINUS PIUS 

 

11) TOSS-UP: Using the adjective tristis, triste, spell the ablative singular of the Latin phrase 

“sad goddess.”      TRISTI DEĀ 

BONUS: Give the dative plural for “sad goddess.” TRISTIBUS DEABUS 

 

12) TOSS-UP: Which of the following words does not belong in this list: teneri, arbitrari, sequi,  

  polliceri, proficisci?   TENERI (It is not a deponent verb) 

  BONUS: Which of the following verbs does not belong in this list: fruor, utor, fungor,  

  potior, vescor, sequor?   SEQUOR (All the others take their object in the  

        ablative case) 

 

13) TOSS-UP: In the very scary story of Oedipus, in which he attempts to avoid fate and ends up 

  killing his father and marrying his mother, what is the name of the mythological creature who 

  stops him on the road and asks him a riddle?  SPHINX 

  BONUS: What is the name of Oedipus’ mother-wife? JOCASTA 

 

14) TOSS-UP: After what battle did Julius Caesar send back his trademark words Veni! Vidi!  

  Vici!     BATTLE OF ZELA 

BONUS: In what region is Zela and in what year did this battle take place? 

      PONTUS/ASIA MINOR IN 47 BC 

 

15) TOSS-UP: What was the Latin term for knucklebones taken from sheep and goats? They  

  were used in games?  TALI 

  BONUS: What was the Latin term for dice made from ivory, stone, or wood? TESSERAE 

 

16) TOSS-UP: Identify the type of conditional sentence found here: Si Antonia adesset, laetus  

  essem.     CONTRARY-TO-FACT (IN PRESENT TIME) 

  BONUS:  Translate Si Antonia adesset, laetus essem into English. 

       IF ANTONIA WERE HERE, I WOULD BE HAPPY 
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17) TOSS-UP: What English adjective, taken from a river in mythology, means “dark, gloomy”? 

          STYX 

  BONUS: The adjective stygian also means “inviolable.” Why is this?  

        GODS SWORE UNBREAKABLE OATHS BY THE WATER OF THE STYX 

 

18) TOSS-UP: What leaf of what type of plant typicall adorns the capital of a Corinthian   

  column?      ACANTHUS 

  BONUS: The capitals gracing the government buildings here in Richmond are typically  

  adorned with what plant so important in Virginia’s early history? TOBACCO 

 

19) TOSS-UP: On what island in the Mediterranean Sea did the sculptor Pygmalion carve a  

  statue of a beautiful maiden? He fell in love with this statue and Venus turned it into a mortal 

  maiden for him.     CYPRUS 

  BONUS: Near what island in the Aegean Sea was Venus born from sea foam? 

         CYTHERA 

 

20) TOSS-UP: Welcome to the Cinema Romana, of sorts. What movie series in ancient Rome  

  would have described its mission as Ut audacter eamus quo nemo prius ierit? 

         STAR TREK 

  BONUS: What character from Star Trek would have used the Latin phrase Fui et semper ero  

  amicus tuus and to whom would he be speaking? SPOCK TO CAPTAIN KIRK 

 

END OF ROUND 3. 

 

Note to Moderator: Have the Scorekeeper give the Scoresheet to the Level Host immediately. 

Please keep the teams in the room until new pittings have been announced.   

 

LEVEL III - ROUND 4 

 

Note to Moderator: Teams are to confer quietly and write down the answers to questions 1-5. 

When time is called, have the all the captains of each team show their written answers at the 

same time. Every team will score points for a correct answer and will have the opportunity to 

answer the bonus question for bonus points. 

 

Announce to All Teams: The answers to questions 1-5 will be written down. Confer quietly 

with your team and write your answers on the paper provided. All teams who answer correctly 

will receive points and answer the bonus questions. 

 

 1) WRITE-DOWN: Using the verb vinco, vincere, translate the following sentence into Latin:  

  “We have come to win.”  [Note to moderator: Do not announce any of the answers,  

       just read the written sentence and say, “That is correct.” or  

       “That is not correct.”] 

       (NOS) VENIMUS UT (NOS) VINCEREMUS or 

       (NOS) VENIMUS AD VINCENDUM or 

       (NOS) VENIMUS VICTUM 
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  BONUS: Translate “We have come to win.” into Latin using a different construction. 

       (NOS) VENIMUS UT (NOS) VINCEREMUS or 

       (NOS) VENIMUS AD VINCENDUM or 

       (NOS) VENIMUS VICTUM 

 

 2) WRITE-DOWN: How was a Vestal Virgin punished if she was found to be unchaste? 

       BURIED ALIVE 

  BONUS: For how long did a Vestal Virgin serve as priestess of Vesta? 

       THIRTY YEARS 

 

 3) WRITE-DOWN: Rome waged a number of civil wars in the first century BC. What leader of 

  the Populares provoked such a war when he tried to obtain the authority to lead the Romans  

  against Mithridates instead of his rival?  MARIUS 

  BONUS: Where did the forces of Julius Caesar defeat those of Pompey in 48 BC? 

         PHARSALUS 

 

 4) WRITE-DOWN: Identify this pair of unlucky lovers. They lived in Babylon and were  

  forbidden by their parents to see each other because their families were feuding. They did  

  manage to communicate through a crack in the wall that separated their houses. 

       PYRAMUS AND THISBE 

  BONUS: When the pair decided that they would sneak out at night and meet in the woods,  

  Pyramus ends up killing himself when he believes that Thisbe was killed by this animal. 

       LION 

 

Note to Moderator: Question 5 is a visual question. Show the picture and read the 

accompanying question. All teams should write their answers as in questions 1-4. 

 

 5) WRITE-DOWN: What is the name for the mantle or shield worn by Athena in this picture. It 

  is depicted with scales and fringed with snakes.  AEGIS 

  BONUS: Usually there is the face of what creature from Greek mythology on the aegis? 

          GORGON 

 

Note to Moderator: Teams should slap in to answer questions 6-20. Operate under “normal” 

certamen rules and procedures. 

 

Announce to All Teams: All teams should slap-in to answer questions 6-20 under “normal” 

certamen rules and procedures. 

 

 6) TOSS-UP: Many cognomina described physical traits of a Roman’s ancestors. What did the  

  name Barbatus describe?    BEARDED 

  BONUS: To what trait did Cincinnatus refer? CURLY HAIR 

 

 7) TOSS-UP: What Latin adjective later meaning “treacherous, faithless, or perfidious” was  

  also the name used by the Romans for the Carthaginians? PUNICUS, -A, -UM 

  BONUS: To what item specifically was the priest Laocoon refering when he exclaimed,  

  “Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes”?    TROJAN HORSE 
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 8) TOSS-UP: What was the name of Rome’s port located at the mouth of the Tiber River? 

         OSTIA 

  BONUS: What was the port city of Athens? PIRAEUS 

 

 9) TOSS-UP: Translate the following Latin sentence into proper English: Utinam Caesar 

viveret!     OH THAT CAESAR WERE LIVING/WERE  

      ALIVE or I WISH CAESAR WERE   

      LIVING/WERE ALIVE, etc. 

  BONUS: Using the verb sepelio, sepelire, say in Latin, “Are we to praise Caesar or bury 

him?”     LAUDEMUSNE CAESAREM AN SEPELIAMUS  

      (EUM) 

 

10) TOSS-UP: In the conflict between Julius Caesar and Pompey the Great, which man did 

Cicero support?    POMPEY THE GREAT 

  BONUS: Cicero joined Pompey in Greece, but after the Battle of Pharsalus in 48 BC, Cicero  

  returned to Italy and remained in what port city until he was sure Caesar would not punish  

  him for his favoritism against his opponent? BRUNDISIUM 

 

11) TOSS-UP: What is the gerundive of the Latin verb from which we derive the English word 

“action”?     AGENDUS (-A, -UM) 

BONUS: Using the dative of agent, say in Latin, “we must do this.” 

      (HOC) AGENDUM EST NOBIS 

 

12) TOSS-UP: Which of the Muses was the mother of Orpheus? CALLIOPE 

  BONUS: With what group of heroes did Orpheus sail. His services as musician were most  

  helpful in avoiding the Sirens.     ARGONAUTS 

 

13) TOSS-UP: What Roman writer was the author of The Satyricon? 

         (TITUS) PETRONIUS 

  BONUS: What is the name of the wealthy freedman who gives a lavish banquet which  

  features prominently in The Satyricon?  TRIMALCHIO 

 

14) TOSS-UP: What title did Quintus Fabius Maximus earn by using delaying tactics against  

  Hannibal instead of attacking him directly? CUNCTATOR 

BONUS: After Quintus Fabius Maximus Cunctator returned from his position as dictator, 

who was elected consul and convinced the Senate that Fabius’ tactics were flawed. This 

general later met Hannibal in direct combat and was soundly defeated. 

       (GAIUS TERENTIUS) VARRO 

 

15) TOSS-UP: Which of the following items does not belong in the list and why: confarreatio,  

  comissatio, usus, coemptio. COMISSATIO, BECAUSE IT IS A DRINKING PARTY;  

       ALL THE OTHERS ARE TYPES OF WEDDINGS 

  BONUS: Which of the weddings (confarreatio,usus,coemptio) is the equivalent of the  

  common law marriage recognized today? USUS 
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16) TOSS-UP: The Column or Trajan in Rome commemorated Trajan’s conquest of what  

  country?      DACIA 

  BONUS: Trajan was Rome’s first foreign-born emperor. Where was he from? 

         HISPANIA/SPAIN 

 

17) TOSS-UP: What was the statue of Pallas Athena called, which was thrown down from Mt.  

  Olympus by Zeus when Troy was founded?  PALLADIUM 

  BONUS: It was prophesied that the safety of Troy depended upon the safeguard of this  

  statue. What Greek snuck into the city one night and stoles the Palladium? DIOMEDES 

 

18) TOSS-UP: What is the modern equivalent of a forica? TOILET/LATRINE 

  BONUS: What is the modern equivalent of a vomitorium?  

    GATE OR ENTRANCE-WAY INTO AN AMPHITHEATER OR THEATER 

 

19) TOSS-UP: Natare est facile factu. What is the name of the form factu?  SUPINE 

  BONUS: Using the regular verb nata, natare, how would you say in Latin, “I came to  

  swim?”     VENI NATATUM 

 

20) TOSS-UP: Welcome back to the Cinema Romana! What movie in ancient Rome would have  

  been called Ictus in Latus Caecum?  THE BLIND SIDE 

  BONUS: What about Asylum Coniugum? COUPLES RETREAT 

 

END OF ROUND 4. 

 

Note to Moderator: Have the Scorekeeper give the Scoresheet to the Level Host immediately. 

Please send all teams directly to the Auditorium. Thank you for your efforts today -- This 

tournament would not have been possible without you! 

 

 


